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SFA Honored as a National 
Blue Ribbon School 

On November 13th, St. Francis of Assisi was recognized as a 
National Blue Ribbon School by the US Department of 
Education in a virtual ceremony.  St. Francis is one of six schools 
in Iowa to be honored this year, and it is the second time the 
school has received the award.  Administrators, teachers, and 
members of SIAC (School Improvement Advisory Committee) 
put a lot of work into the application for this award.  Schools are 
eligible to receive it every five years.  The Home and School 
Association helped with the celebration by providing blue ribbon 
shirts and cookies for the teachers and staff and a special treat for 
the students.  We are so proud of our Blue Ribbon School!

SFA Home & School News �1

SFA  HOME  &  SCHOOL  NEWS 
St. Francis of Assisi School  |  West Des Moines, Iowa



December 18, 2020

STEM Lab 

An exciting new addition to St. Francis of Assisi School was 
completed in 2020—a STEM Lab!  Funded by generous auction 
donations in February, construction on the lab began in the late 
spring, and it was nearly completed by August for the return of 
the students.

STEM stands for science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics.  The Iowa Education Standards were recently 
redesigned to include 21st century skills such as creativity, 
collaboration, communication and technology while integrating 
science and math standards.  The STEM lab provides students 
with opportunities to develop these skills.  Each grade band has 
engineering and technology standards that must be taught, and 
the STEM lab provides time and tools to best teach these 
standards.

The middle school is using the STEM lab as part of their nine 
week rotation schedule.  The eighth graders constructed 
hurricane proof houses, built and launched rockets, and designed 
and engineered roller coasters.  They are also coding.  Sixth 
graders are currently working on HTML coding and engineering 
windmill turbines.  Seventh grade will have a similar structure 
with engineering and technology when they get their turn in the 
lab.  

Elementary students have also been active in the STEM lab.  
Kindergarteners made paper playgrounds, coded with blue bots, 
and completed Lego challengers.  The first grade students coded 
with blue bots, made note card towers and marble mazes, and also 
completed Lego challenges.  Other grades will have their chance 
to learn in the STEM lab soon.  It is an amazing addition to our 
school!
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Fundraising in 2020 

When the Covid-19 pandemic 
made it impossible for the 
SFA Home and School to hold 
an in-person auction to raise 
funds this year, the committee 
had to get creative. In the 
past, this annual fundraiser 
has provided:   

-a revamped library       

-a security system in the main 
office            

-a new STEM Lab        

-water bottle filling stations   

-field trips 

-special speakers and 
concerts 

-career day 

-tuition assistance 

—MANY other improvements 
and opportunities for our 
school 

After reviewing the budget, 
the Home and School set a 
fundraising goal of $90,000 
for this year.  A request was 
sent out to parents, and 
$87,519 has been raised so 
far.  An additional $3000 in 
company matches is 
expected.  This will go a long 
way toward providing 
materials and opportunities 
for students at our school!   

THANK YOU, PARENTS!
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President’s Press 

Hello St. Francis Community!!!

It is hard to believe the Christmas Season is upon us.  I am personally so thankful for our wonderful 
teachers, staff and administration that are guiding us through unprecedented times.  We are all learning to 
be very fluid these days.  This year is unlike no other.  We have not been able to come together as a 
community in so long but I am continually impressed with how eager all our volunteers are to make 
things work in todays environment.  This fall, we have been able to support the Nutrition Program with 
volunteers for the serving line each and every day.  The PBIS committee has made changes so our children 
are rewarded for all they are doing to adapt to all of the changes.  Additionally, the Fundraising 
Committee has stepped up to think out of the box on how we can continue our programs for years to 
come without the traditional events we have done in the years past.  Thank you to all of our volunteers 
and your continual flexibility!

From the financial side of things, Home & School has helped purchase classroom items to help keep 
spacing and limiting touch points such as additional hooks for outside the classroom and the break-away 
lanyards used for masks and student IDs.  We were able to help with the Blue Ribbon celebration in 
providing T-shirts to staff and a treat to the children.  And we continue to support the classrooms, media 
center and STEM lab with new items.  Without the generosity of our families, we would not be able to do 
this.  Thank you!!  

Thank you for all you do to support our school each and every day!  May you all have a wonderful 
Christmas and start to the New Year.  I know I am not alone in hoping 2021 brings us together again.  So 
until then, may you all be safe and healthy!    

Merry Christmas,

Michelle Rice
Home & School President 2020-2021
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